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Iagtine custarers
know that Bear
Creek is a snowy
place iInwinter. Af-
ter a long sunner
of hard work, bears
hitermate and

Bear Creek Lurber
modifies its work
schedile, giving amn-
plovess achare to
vacation, have a
littlemretinewith their famlyad , aoove all, kep
varm. ¥hile our basic hours of operaticn will stay
the sare, wedmae togplit chifts ad a aml ler staff,
We will be closed Novarber 23rd ard 24th as well as
Decantar 22, 25th, and 2%th. We resure fulltime
operations cnJarvary 2nd of 2001, We usally are
also closed for Martin Titther King Day Jaruary 15th
ard Presidents weekend Felyuary 19th. Winter Hoors
are 8 AMuntil 4 BM as opposed 1o sumer hours of
7:30 AaM until 4:30 PM. This far maorth, that means

ar gates are open as long as there is lidht,

Bulk Rate

U.5. Rostace
PAID

Paesmit No. 1

More About What's @ Bear Creek
Salvaged/Recycled Wood

Tts a little krown fact thet Bear

Creek Iinber fivet began as a salvage wood
operation. Owner Cloud Barmick used to
karme ard cuthud 1dings 0 salvage the un-
ber prodicts and resell as bamn boards. He
slowly branched into new lumber and
overtime,new products becane the dominant
part of the inventory. However, a growing
market for salvaged wood has brought himbeck to selling vwhatever
he can fird available. Materials may oare from old schools, ware—
hoses, mills ard kams. Becaee of the natire of salvage, youget
limited qeEntities of each prodict hut aften BCL can fird just the
prodict a customer needs o finish a project. If you have a cus—
tarer ar project reed that calls for using old, recycled/salvagema—
terdals, ghewsacll.

Certified Wood Products

Many builders and consuers are oorcermed about the en-
virommertal damage of logging and timber harvest. Sare large
retail stares are switching over to wood prodicts derdved fromcer—
tifidhle awviramatal ly friadly and sustairsble sorces. Thepres—
grre from this marlet has 1ead many of Bear Cresk Tirtber's suppli-
ersto getcertification. Bear Creek has always been able to offer
certifiedwod ( as long as the cartification process exdsted) bt te
goodnes o thoee thet care, there ismore available tenever. There
corrdl (FsC), the Canadian Standards Assocdation (CSA), the In-
tarmational Stardards Asscoiation (IS0) ard the Sustainahble For—
estry Initiative { &FT). It is estimated ten 208 of allwood rodoed
neets ane of these association’s standards.  Although they donot
yet have a universal stardard, cosuners can rest assured Hhet these
argenizations do insure the prodicts that they cartifymest “greeny”
aals.

Custom Hewn Timbers

Timber frame bailders have alvays fourd a good soarce of
timbers at Bear Creek Inmber. However, a newmilling operation
rext door allows s 10 offer rot only custom ot beens ard tindoers
hut also notched and hevn tinbers that are cut by camputer nin
Give s a call if ary of the above prodicts are inyauar plans!
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Good Gift Giving
ot everyone knows what they want 1o
o with their wealth vhen they have it.
The moral dilema is whether you can
make a diffaersrnre by charitable giving,
either in the here and now, or asa be—
qQest after your death.

A fewargpnizaticrs are offer—
ingtomeke the decision a 1ittle essier
for you.. They henve distinctly differant
apals hit ultinately they dowell by do-
uees the povwer of pecple o provide af-
irgly diffinilt s lard prices goarworld-
wick ( see story on eooperying pece) .
If yauwould 1ike to help, their ghae
number is (800) HABITAT or
ww.hahitat.crg/tey/ The arganization
was recently named among the top
hoehuri Iders in interraticnal rarkires.

Ahore ien‘tmrhof a help if
the family irsicehas ro food. This isa
great tie of year o dorate 1o your 1lo-
cal food bank. You can dorate time,
money, organize a food drive, daate
stock or make a payroll dedicticnas a
monthly gift. Whatewer youdowill ke
wxrth the traddle!

Ancther organization worth
helping is the Methow Conservancy.
This gmap is qiietly setting upoaser—
vation easements throughout the
Methow Valley, cne of the nost intact
songbird hehitats inMorth Arerica. The
area is also hore 1o a vardety of exdan-
e gpecies Irchrding the Inx, grizzley
besar, bald eagles, peregire faloas, te
controversial chinook salmen and steel—
head trouat. The group hopes o preserve
the rdistirbed open space as mch as
tact than at conservelmethow.comor
call (509) 9962870 if youwould 1ike o
telp.

I iny P Sustai I]'ty
amployed sich stardards . Only in the go-go 19807s did the balance get out of
vhack vhenWall St. boudht uprery timer conpanies and substitited quarterly
pofits for saeible forestry plars.

Canpenies, vhether caporately held ar fami Iy nin, are singing a differ—

ent tire in the year 2000. Weyerhauser becane the first large corporation to
institite a habitat cxesrvation plan (HP), vwhile other capenies sirh as ®@1lits
Pire af Chestar, CA have been cutting for a sistaineble harvest sirce they began in
1941. OnCollins tree fam, the arount of tinker is static: as mrh is growing
today as was growing in 1941 vhen they started. They only log as mxch as they
qrowper year. 'This in fact was the Forest Service creco until the Reagan years
vihen esporting logs ( in an attamt to help the trade deficit) became a higher
whe.
Forests, Healthy Comunities Partnership( HFHC) . This Oregon group is a ool-
laborative netvwrk designed to st resprsible forestry practices inte nral
Nortmest by marketing proedicts fromamall cammnities that are using sustain-
able practices. Most of the products they work with care from thimning opera—
tions thet yield small diameter wood predicts, which historical lyheve had a low
ecoonic value. Hwever, these prodicts |, grown in overgroan farest standks, have
fire grain and are dinesical 1y stable, making tham ideal 1y suited for auch prod-
wets as floordng, fumitire ard millwork. The group estimates there are 40mi1lion
Many comminites oould benef it from these harvests,

Crce suwch effart is  The Farest Stewarckhip Project of Ckancgan Coanty.
With a forr men crew, this gragp thins and harvest arall diareter treeswith a low
impact method, Using a amall tractor that has 80% less impact on the land. The
goal is tominimize watershed damage, praote biodiversity ard redire five dan-
ger while suporting the wood prodicts irdustry.  The only problam the group
nrs into are the die-hard fiundamental st enviromental ists who chject to any
ecoramic value being placed an the wood prodicts.  They would prefer that the
word is not wsed at all for profit ard have actively held up the process of sales.
Ckanogen Courty is 50% forested and has ane of the highest tnamloyent rates
as theNatioal Fich ard Marine Services ( NEMB) o irstigete a TP for its forests.
Ckarogn dounty has are of thenost pristine hahitats left in the Thited States.
The hope of this group is to find a way to help the conty’s econany, use forest
frierdly techniques and create a marketable prodict that overoanes envirarmen-
talist fears that a sioeessful prodiet will be the ruin of the program,. I vouwould
like o know more about this program, log on o stewardehip@rethow.can.
Nati 1 Wood C .gn

In an effart o do for wood  what
milk mistaches have dore for milk
» He tinber irdistry is hiving the
game FR fim to pronote tde valie
of wood as a sustajmable ( ard
aniramental 1y corvect ) building
roduct ( Gotwoed?) The drdos—
+ry has never before coordinated
arh an effort (lagging far behimd
it opposition) it hopes tohave
the message cut cn TV by Decem-
berarJan\ry. The program is be-
ing furnded by both manufactirers
ard virlesalers of wood predicts.




Housing starts cooled off earlier in the
summer bt came back in August with
a 5% cgin in single family constnetion.
Theat offset a 16% drop inmiltifamily
rates ( asvell ss omfidere that teFad-
eral Reserve would rnot further raise
rates) and a low backlog of unsold
hovess boosted the sirngle-fami Ty aant.
Trennberof startsstill trails lest year's
nners by 8% hat the forecast was for
a good fall seascn.  Home ownership is
still growing, heving reached 67.2%.
¥ho is the fairest of all realtor Web
sites? Acoording to Media Matrix in
New Yark City, Realtor.aomhas had the
most visite with over two million in
June. Homestore. com, Homeadvisar.com
ard Homefair.can all had a sizeable
nrber of hits as well.
Composite lurber prices sank through
the sumner to the lowest average
mathly level sinoe Novanber 1992, Tre
compesite inedudes all wood prodicts
ard species, with the higgest drops in
stid grade ard other 1ower grade mate—
rials. Southam pine hes been especial Iy
discarted. Ugper grade lunbar rices
have ramained high throughout and
have even seen dhortages |, further pas-

Selling To Senicrs
selling o the senicrmaviet is increas—
ingly profitable. 2s the population
getsolder |, more people are locking at
retiraEt camnities with varying de-
greesof assisted living. Vhat arethe
top anenities they sesk? Aooording to
Biildermegpzine, te topsellars have
menned gate houses, a majar

Affardable Hehitat

The boan times of the end of the century has
mede hare cwnership poesible for morve pecple
thenever. Yet for meny folks, hare oanarship
is rot an affordable gption. Tna reticwice fed-
eral stidy , New Jerssy was ranked as the least
affordable state, with workers needing to eam
$16.68 per o in arder o afford even spart-
ment ratal. The average wece inthe 1B is $16.17
perhor.

Growth managanent in many states is send-
Ing have prices thragh the reof . Tn Golarad,
the city of Boulder instituted parmit caps inte
early 1990’s Ten years later, the average older
hoe sel1s for $250,000. Andonly in the less

desirable neichbotocds. Many warkers simply can’+ affad o think abost having
a hane near vwhere they vork. In an effort to help, the city cancil vants to in-
cresse the sales tax o raise mney formore afforchble stbsidize housing for work—
ers vio eam less than 60% of the median area jroare.

The price of land is even having an effect on Habitat For Hmenity’'s
efforts. Farly inthe deeloprant of thedr program, lardwes still relatively eesy 1o
fird ard by for theirmilti-lot hosing pojects. Nowthe dilamm is finding any
nment as hoes and fane campete for space.  Tnurben situations, the arganiza—
laws or other oonstraints. InRoland, the prdblamves trees. Hoees could ot ke
developed if they ramved trees ( hge fines were levied for any tree raroal ). The

If A Houses Were More

Like A Computer

¢ Every time you wanted to improve
your hare, youwould have to hay a new
ae.

*Often vhen trying to perfam a sinple
tagk, like timminganahall light, you
would be infarmed that you had par—
formed an 111egal firction ard your e
tire houee would shiat down.

oiten you fhished a toilet, it woald ask
you, ¢ Are you sure you warnt to pema-—
rently celete this?”

sEvery tine visitars came, you would
have to nn a vins check an tham.

¢ Tf yvouventad 1o sell yorr houee after
anly two years, it would bewarth abose
ae-tenth of vhet you paid for it.

From 1House magazine

Sapt. 2000

amenity sich as a cludouse,
lots of open space ard valking
trafls, aresrt/cantryclibay-
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group worked with the he city in com-
ing upwith any action plan o replant
trees (saving as mary as was possible)
g0 the housing project coald proceed.
Hahitat is lodking for a faw good donors
to help. If you have property you wouald
liketodratearsell ata vay good prics,
contact them at
(800) HABITAT.

Make Publicity
Work For You
Want to toot your
hom this winter? A new book by au-
thors Deborah and Fni 1y Jahnson out—
lines howto be your anpublicist. The
authors urge bui lders +o think of thamn-
selves rot as the siject of astory bt
as a source for ane (| &oouraging nore
people to aare to their door to hear
their stary) . Thedir howto eplairs et
arss relesee is, howtowrite
ae, howto get it intoprint
ard also how to buadget your
efforts. The book is “The
Builder’s Publicity Builder”
and can be found through
Taylor Young Associates

(www. taylorjdmson.oan) .
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