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] Longtime readers have heard it all before: there isn’t a prettier place to visit
In This Issue: than the Methow Valley. While it is probably too far away for many of you

to imagine, quite honestly, you won't find another vacation spot quite like
this (and you get to visit
your favorite lumber
company, too!)
What's so spe-

Customer Feedback
Moisture Control
Industry News

QUI_Ck C?UtS cial about the Methow?
Springtime First of all, it's remote,
Specials located deep in the North

Cascade mountains.
One of the least popu-
lated parts of the U.S.,
the valley hugs a series

of tributaries of the Columbia River. The valley is surrounded by hills, covered in sagebrush, which blend into thick forests
that give way to snow-capped peaks. The state’s largest mule deer herd populates the valley, along with cougars, bears,
bobcats, lynx and coyotes. Wildlife viewing is tremendous. Each season brings its own bonus: spring ( late April to June)
is a time of wildflowers and apple blossoms; summer is hot and green, with access to river rafting and
hiking into the wilderness areas which ring the valley; fall is a time of golden
aspens and blue skies, great for mountain biking; winter is powder white and
snow filled with every snow sport available. Lodging in the valley ranges from
5-star resorts to bed and breakfast places. Many small inns offer access to the
community sport trail that runs 2000 km. through the valley and surrounding
foothills. Trails for everything from hiking, walking, horseback riding, moun-
tain biking to ATV trails are offered. Snowboarding, Nordic and Alpine skiing
and snowmobiling are available in winter.
] The downside is that the Methow Valley is not close to any major airports. In
the summer, you can opt to drive over the spectacular North Cascades Highway, which runs from the westside of the state
to the central region. Be prepared if you take that route. For 90 miles you will be driving through a national park without any
services. The drive crosses two mountain passes and includes a profusion of waterfalls and lakes. You can expect a gooc
four and one half ( or more) drive from Seattle or Spokane. A smaller regional airport is located at Wenatchee, about 2
hours south of the Methow, with car rental services available.

There are a few big weekends during the summer and winter months which include a high profile rhythm and
blues festival , and a country western music festival in July. In May, the town of Winthrop

celebrates its heritage with a mountain man’s campout, complete with mule trains, aiBBb .
contest and a teepee encampment. In August, there is a fiddlers contest and a chamb@r higk With Us!
festival as well. Contact our

Call Ahead For A Weekend Visit! webmaster, Omaste, if
Bear Creek Lumber is not open on Saturdays and Sundays but we can arrange for a sdlegsiawould like to link
to meet you at the lumberyard if your travel plans are of a limited duration. Please dallyiour website to ours.
advance if you plan to visit over a weekend period. If you would like to stay in the valle§§ Wie have a place on our
can recommend a variety of places based on your preferences ( in town, resort-like af hagksite for such links
country inn). If you are planning on buying lumber and looking for a different kind of véicaand would be happy to
tion, maybe you should come to the Methow this summer. You could have a great tinfe! work with you!




Dear Mr. Bannick. Customer Feedback

Enclosed is a picture of our new home in Rehoboth Beack=.
Delaware. All of the exterior cedar, including over 1000 sq.ft of ye
low cedar decking, came from Bear Creek Lumber. P

We discovered your mill via the Internet in 1997 while living
in Alaska. My wife and | knew we were going to build our dreal
house in Delaware while in Anchorage and started looking for the beg
of the best in cedar.

We started a dialogue with Merle Kirkley via the net, the
visited your mill in July 1998 and spent four hours with Merle. Wé
left the mill and said “ Merle is the right guy and he will do us right”

Almost two years later | can tell yaunequivocally that we
did so right in deciding to deal with Merle. He was absolutely super
-the best. Honest, fair, devoted to our project and extremely kno
edgeable of your entire product line. We even accepted Merle’s &
vice and had the cedar treated with Cabot’s Bleach.

The cedar arrived right on time and there was zero freight damage. Truly amazing for over 18,000 Ibs. Your
packing department merits three cheers!

I would be remiss if | did not also mention the extraordinary phone courtesy of Debbie. | talked to her on countless
occasions and she was always so bubbly, upbeat about her job and providing me with great customer support. Based on
many other companies | have dealt with in building our dream house, Debbie is a first round DRAFT pick!!

Enclosed are a few “Delaware” goodies for Merle and Debbie. Please let them know how much we appreciate
doing business with the best cedar mill in the whole USA. And Cindy and I truly believe that. Mr. Bannick, you have two
wonderful team “stars” in Merle and Debbie. You are very fortunate. -

From the Delaware seashore, Indoor Moisture Sources

Jon S.and Cindy Stolson . i
Moisture Control Source Est. Release(pints.)
s gccuoant generated

Moisture is the number one enemy of builders everywhere, regardle . . .
whether it is causing paint peeling, staining, drywall disintegration or wood rof, Aduariums Variable evaporative loss
Moisture can be caused by a variety of sources, from condensation dniAling
inside of a home _(see list at right), frqm the ou_tS|de or from the ground.. Contfol is Shower 0.52 per 5 min..
a matter_of fo_IIowmg_p_rope_r construction techmqu_es Or common sense: | ciothes washing  virtually O per load
Reduce interior humidity with exhaust fans. Opening windows for short periods@fihes drying
time also can help. Vented outside virtually 0 per load
Eliminate outside leaks by installing the proper flashing, repairing rugt&ented inside or line dry 4.7-6.2 per load
or damaged flashing and caulking of cracks to prevent moisture from entering hofesking (four persons)

o7

Tub 0.12

through leaks. Breakfast 0.35 ( plus 0.58 if gas rangp)
You can protect against ground moisture with proper drainage, elimingtib#c" 0.53(plus 0.68 if gas range
of possible water pools under the house and making provisions for crawl snggef . 1.22 ((plus 1.58 if gas rang¢)
o Ishwashing
ventilation. Polyurethane sheets, rolled out on the ground and lapped aboltoIX, - 021
inches at the joints form an effective vapor barrier in the crawl space. Lunch 0.16
Controlling moisture in an existing building can involve the installation|ofinner 0.68
air vents in the crawl space and attic where ventilation was not originally providagwood stored inside 400-800 per 6 mps.
or is inadequate. Floor mopping 0.03 per sq. ft.
To prevent paint blisters and peeling, contact a local dealer who is fanjiliaas range 0.37 per day
with which paints work best for your climate. Some act as a natural vapor bgrr#guse plants (5-7) 0.86-0.96 per day
He would also be familar with the amount of ventilation that is commonly recprgumidifier Up to 120 per day

. S . - Fraction of human weight
mended for your climate. Before you paint, it is essential that the painting surf c'é‘ég iration/Perspiration 0.44 per hour

dry and clean. It is advisable that new wood siding has been back-and face rm&gg

. o . i per person

first. Before repainting a home, any peeled or blistered paint should be rem \tf?é?rigerator defrost1.0 per day
Leaks in roofs, gutters and flashing should be repaired. Loose boards sholildfga, steambath up to 2.7 per hour
renailed. Weathering checks and cracks should be filled with putty and wing Maturally Occurring

reglazed where necessary. When bare wood is exposed, it should be primed|aggi,ustions

Before the finish coat is applied, all nail holes should be filled; caulking should lsgs fired appliance up to 6,720+ per yea
be applied around doors and windows. exhaust backdrafting

Painting should always be done during dry, warm weather. Painting in febesorption of building
peratures below 40° should be avoided. Three or four days drying time shoyldnbterials-new 10+ per day
allowed so that paint is thoroughly dry in order to hold the next coat. seasonal 6.3-16.9 per day

Soil migration up to 105 per day

Source: Cold Climate Housing Info. Center St. Paul , Minnesota

Source: Western Wood Product Association




I N D U ST RY N EWS Skills Assessment Tests
For the Construction Industry
In today’s competitive labor
market, builders are having a hard time
with hiring and employee retention.
Part of the problem is workers
who claim to have skills who

don't and workers who want to be
paid more because they do have

January housing starts confounded
the experts by outperforming even
the best guesstimates of the indus
try. The 1.5% gain in the seasonall.
adjusted annual rate was mostly due to
multi-family unit starts. Single family
starts were down 2.1%. Residential ) )
building permits continued to be stron- skills. An employer often is at a
gest in the South in 1999. The hottest loss to be able to measure the
markets were in Atlanta, GA and Phoe- & value of his employee without an

nix, AZ. Charlotte, NC saw a 20% rise _ _ ~ on-the-job training period. To
in permits while Tampa, FL saw a 23041elp small and medium size employers figure out the true labor value of a worker,

rise last year. the National Center for Construction and Education Research (NCCER) is work-
The Northeast is seeing a rise in con- ing with Associated Builders and Contractors and other industry associations to
struction starts based on the increase Create a standardized process to assess the skill level of craft workers.

of activity in the high tech sector of The grou_ndwork f(_)r the program was laid by_the Industrial Skills As-_
the economy. Computer and Internet S€ssment Council, based in the states of Texas, Lowsmng and Alabama, which
firms are being drawn to New Englanchave already adopted their own assessment program fqr industrial contractors.
because of the trained labor pool comlhis program tests for worker knowledge and skills, pr(_)V|des d_ogumentatlon of
ing out of colleges and universities ircraft skills for workers and their employers, and prescribes training to enhance
that region. and expand workers capabilities.

An on-line contractor referral service The push for nationwide standards is at the urging of employers who are
has received funding this year that mandated to comply with OSHA's Process Safety management regulatio_n. Co_n-
will help make it an available tool for fractors or chapters of trade organizations interested in becoming accredited with
contractors looking to broaden their the NCCER as a training sponsor will be able to administer skill evaluation tests,
outreach. National contractors.com is Put first must meet certain criteria. For more information, contact the NCCER by
designed to provide a site for home buywriting NCCER, P.O. Box 141104, Gainesville, FL 32614-1104 or visit their

ers to go to on the Web where they caYyebsite at www.nccer.org, or call (352) 334-0920.
find reputable builders in their areas. A Beyware Of Buying or

pre-screening process will qualify .
builders according to the amount of time Developlng Farmland

they have been in business, licensingNationwide, a trend is growing faste
insurance and types of construction exhan corn in the field: small farmers|
perience each firm offers. The site willselling off their cropland for housing
list contractors in all fifty states. Anddevelopments. A Natural Resource In
while the site will emphasize buildersventory published by the Departmen
who work on projects up to $100 mil-of Agriculture said that due mostly to
lion, projects and contractors involvechigh taxes, farmers are selling land i
in jobs as small as $10,000 are also gprime real estate markets. Over 3'New
ing to be represented. Submitting a remillion acres have been converted be- .
quest for bids on the site will be free otween 1992 and 1997. There is a hidlardwood Flooring

charge den downside to buying up this land. A new 10-brochure series on
A new study predicts 100% increase Years of chemical spraying have poihardwood topics has been designed for
in imports of lumber products from soned many of these acres, and watarchitects, builders, interior designers
Europe and the Southern Hemi- tables as well as soils are heavily corand remodelers.

sphere over the next five yearsThe taminated. Replacing both the soils and Produced by the Hardwood
study, called “Wood Markets 2000” wasmaking the water potable is a high ex€ouncil, it covers such topics as install-
commissioned by R.E. Taylor & Asso-pense for the developer or homebuyeng built-in units, millwork, hardwood
ciates. Overall wood supply shortageand has turned some new developmentisb surrounds, and hardwood flooring
are not expected in the next ten yeaiato Superfund Cleanup sites. Agricul-over a concrete slab or radiant heat sys-
because of a strong global inventory ofural poisons can take years to reactem. To request the free printed matter,
timber resources, but re- groundwater but are difficult to remove. call (412) 281-4980 or visit
gional shortages may in- the council’'s website
crease in areas where Tl M B E R Ll N E www.hardwoodcouncil.com.

growth has spurred strong | p o Box 669 Winthrop, WA 98862
demand. E-Mail: ela@bearcreeklumber.com
509-997-3110 FAX 509-997-2040 800-597-71p1
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